Describe Your Leaf!


Each student will need: 

· a leaf from outside or from the leaf collection. 

· a paper and pencil to draw/trace their leaves and/or write down their description words.

· You should have an accompanying sheet with photos and descriptive terms



1. Have each student carefully examine his/her leaf and then describe it using some of the terms listed on the sheet for this center. Does it have needles or broad leaves? Alternate or opposite leaves? Is it prickly? What does it smell like?

2. Read the list of description words to the students to help them describe their leaves. You can do each leaf as a group exercise and get input from everyone if you like. Is there consensus on the answers?

3. Have students draw their leaves, or write down descriptive words. They don't have to spell correctly. ;-)


4. Measure the leaves and compare leaves, as written at the bottom of the sheet. Students should chain paper clips to indicate the length of their leaf.

